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Res Life confirms housing changes
As Xavier continues to adapt to the size of recent incoming classes, first-year
students are being given the option to move off campus as sophomores
B Y M ICHAEL R AUBER
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Residence Life is anticipating noticeable changes to
the living situations both on
and off campus next year, including offering current firstyears the opportunity to move
off campus.
In last week’s Student Government Association notes,
the Newswire reported that
Residence Life was allowing
some rising sophomores to
move off campus and was
trying to limit the number of
upperclassmen on campus to
200 students.
Lori Lambert, the senior
director for Student Affairs in
the Office of Residence Life,
confirmed that interested rising sophomores will have the
option to move off campus,
provided that they meet a series of provisions. According

to Lambert, these provisions
including maintaining a GPA
of 2.5 or higher, not having
conduct issues and presenting an email from a parent or
legal guardian explaining the
reason to live off campus. In
addition, students must attend
an off-campus session with a
landlord, a Norwood police
officer, a student who currently lives off campus and Matt
Zalman, the assistant director
of Residence Life.
So far, roughly 60 rising
sophomores have decided to
live off campus next year.
Residence Life projects that
number will be closer to 75
before the March 22 deadline.
Even though interested
sophomores are being given
the option to move off campus, Xavier will still maintain
its two-year residency requirement, per the Residence

Newswire photo by Ellen Siefke

Fenwick Place remains a popular destination for rising sophomores
planning to live on campus. About 60 have decided to move off campus.

Life website. However, the
sizes of the last two incoming classes have created extenuating circumstances that
are allowing Residence Life
to make exceptions to these
rules, Lambert explained.
“Each of the last two classes have been the largest we
have ever had,” she said. “This
is the first time in years that
we are allowing rising sophomores to move off campus.”
For the rest of the rising
sophomore class, the random lottery system remains.
This system generates selection windows based on the
numbers students draw and
sends this information directly to students via their Xavier
emails, according to the Residence Life website. As students form roommate groups,
the best lottery number in a
group provides the window
for the entire group.
Residence Life is encouraging rising sophomores to
enter this lottery system for
housing on campus in case
their off-campus housing
plans change.
First-year students seemed
to be aware of the upcoming
changes as they prepare to begin the housing process.
“I am choosing to live on
campus next year, but I was
aware that I had an option to
live off campus as a sophomore,” first-year nursing major Liann Dawson said.
Declan Deasy, also a firstyear nursing major, said that
he is hoping to live in Fenwick
next year.
“I knew students could live
off campus, but only a select
few,” Deasy said. “I didn’t re-

Newswire photo by Ellen Siefke

Kuhlman Hall will still house upperclassmen despite the size of recent
incoming classes, Senior Director for Student Affairs Lori Lambert said.

ally know how the selection
process worked.”
Similarly, Luke Farnum, a
first-year marketing major,
hopes to live in Fenwick.
“I was aware I could have
a chance to move off campus,
but I opted to stay on campus
another year,” Farnum said.
In terms of decreasing the
number of upperclassmen on
campus, Lambert stated that
200 was not a hard and fast
limit.
“It is not ideal to limit upperclassmen housing on campus,” Lambert said. “Some
rising sophomores will still
be housed in the fourth floor
of Buenger Hall as well as the
fifth and sixth floor of Kuhl-

man Hall.”
Lambert also confirmed
that the targeted goal for next
year’s freshman class is 1,250
students, compared to 1,448
in the current class. She projected that 90 percent of the
Class of 2023 will be living on
campus, with the remainder as
commuter students.
Finally, Lambert said that
there are plans for a new residence a hall to open in August
of 2021. Father Michael Graham, president, shared these
plans at a convocation for faculty and staff, she added. Residence Life is not certain where
exactly the new dormitory
will be located or the number
of students it will hold.

In this issue...
Campus News, Page 3

World News, Page 5

Sports, Page 8

A&E, Page 11

Get to know Dr. Doug
Easterling, known for
his Music in Film class
that’s a chart-topper.

City Council approved
the construction of FC
Cincinnati’s stadium in
West End by a 7-0 vote.

Check out some of
our favorite photos
from Sunday’s big win
against Villanova.

Read a review of Xavier
Theatre’s musical Next
to Normal, performed
last weekend.

2

Campus News

February 27, 2019

xaviernewswire.com

Photo-op: How did you celebrate the Nova win?
B Y CJ R IPEPI
6WDৼ:ULWHU
The men’s basketball
team won at home against
Villanova last Sunday, a
team that is historically one
of the best teams in the Big
East Conference and winners of two of the last three
NCAA Championships.
Students shared how
they celebrated the big win.
Some had stranger answers
than others.

“All the excitement at the
game influenced me to
celebrate the big win at the
world-famous caf with my
friends. The night ended
with the boys while watching some of our favorite TV
shows. It was a great night.”
Alfredo Mercedes
Junior international
business major

“I didn’t do a whole lot, unfortunately. I had a paper to
write afterwards, but I was
very happy about the win.”
Sam Bender
First-year political science
major

“I celebrated the Xavier win over Villanova by
going to the caf with my
friends while still wearing
our Xavier gear with tiny
X’s and glitter all over our
faces.”
Chloe Baker
First-year exploratory
major

“It’s a wonderful day for an
eXorcism.”
Patrick Berryman
Senior sustainability major

“I celebrated with my
friends at their house in
the best way you can — by
cheering and hugging each
other.”
Jenny Roberts
Senior marketing and
theater double major

I didn’t do much. Just enjoyed my time, hung with
friends and watched the
rest of college basketball.”
Christian McCoy
First-year sports
management major

Spring break is coming fast!
If you aren’t drowning in midterms, check out these events.
Sunday

Tuesday

Monday

Wednesday

28

27
Spanish Club Movie
Night
Arrupe Overlook
7:30- 9 p.m.

3

4

5

Social Work Q&A:
Real People, Real
Impact
Cohen Room 186
7 p.m.

10

11

12

Thursday

Who’s Yo Daddy:
Black Men in
Antiquity
Arrupe Overlook
5:30 p.m.

7

6

Friday

March 1
SAC: Muskies After
Dark
GSC
9 p.m.-midnight

8

Saturday

2
The Vagina
Monologues
Gallagher Theater
7:30 p.m.

9

Symphonic Wind Legal Landscape Panel SAC Applications
Ensemble and Choral Dean’s Conference
due at midnight, go
Concert
Room, Alter Hall
to xavier.edu/sac
Gallagher Theater
4 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

13

14

Spring Break

15

16
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Graham talks HUB updates and campus goals
B Y A IDAN C ALLAHAN
6WDৼ:ULWHU

The Presidential Convocation is a semesterly speech
given by Father Michael Graham, president, that is essentially a “state of the campus”
address. Graham outlines the
upcoming priorities of the
university as well as updates
on current projects. Monday’s
convocation addressed the
reallocation of contingency
funds for the Health United
Building (HUB) to construct
a multi-purpose court and
adapting to a growing campus, among other topics.
Graham began his speech
announcing promotions and
tenures, as well as delivering
some pieces of good news.
Most notably, a $3 million
contingency packet for the
Health United Building ended
up not being needed, so it will
go to a section of the building
that was originally scrapped
to save money: a multi-purpose court.
“(The court will be) soft
floor, not hard floor, and people can do you name it on it,”
Graham said. “…It’s the kind
of facility whose potential is

limited only by our imagination and student creativity.”
The rest of the speech was
dedicated to outlining his priorities for the rest of the year.
He outlined 10 specific goals.
Here are the five that pertained most to student life:
1. Modifying the university’s strategic plan and identifying goals for the 2019-2020
school year
2. Plan for a new residence
hall — An external consultant has already been hired
to prepare to accommodate
growing class sizes. By April
the university will have more
concrete plans.
3.“Successfully recruit next
year’s first-year class and retain 90 percent of this year’s
to their sophomore year” —
The number of campus visitors has already broken last
year’s record, making Graham optimistic that the Class
of 2023 will meet the goal of
1,250 incoming students.
4. “Continue to strengthen the School of Nursing in
light of their increasing centrality to university strategy”
— Graham said he hoped the
HUB would contribute to this.

5. “Prepare to host Fall
2019 Conference of Universities Studying Slavery” — This
conference aims to address
historical and contemporary
issues dealing with race and
inequality in higher education as well as the legacies of
slavery in modern American
society.
The remaining five goals
addressed mostly fiscal policies. However, Graham did
mention a potential plan to revamp the McDonald Library
either in 2020 or 2021.
Though open to the public, faculty and staff tend to
attend the speech instead of
students, and this year was no
different. Graham said that
student attendance has varied
throughout the years and recognizes that the 3 p.m. time
interferes with other activities
that students might be participating in, such as the Student Government Association
meeting.
He also cited the topics of
the speech itself as a reason
that faculty and staff tend to
dominate the audience.
“I think that the kind of
things I talk about, while they

Newswire photo by Aidan Callahan

Father Michael Graham,president, gives a Presidential Convocation
each semester that serves as a “state of the campus” adress .

intersect with student concerns… I talk about them at
an altitude, if you will, that
isn’t necessarily a student altitude,” Graham said. “I think
that the information, the way
that it’s pitched, is more towards the faculty and staff.”

However, Graham said,
he invites any interested students to attend in the future.
He added that he anticipates
information relevant to students will also be addressed in
next week’s meeting with the
Senate.

Community Member Feature: Doug Easterling

B Y L UKE F ELICIANO
Sports Editor

Professor Douglas Easterling came to Xavier with a single goal in mind: to embrace
his passion for music while
also imparting his knowledge
onto eager college students.
Easterling, who is in his
fourth year as a professor in
the music department, is originally a native of the suburbs
of Nashville, Tenn. His musical journey brought him to
Cincinnati to pursue his master’s degree at the University
of Cincinnati’s College-Conservatory of Music.
“I was always musically inclined, and in any of my free

time, I’d be thinking about
music, making music, playing
piano (and) singing,” Easterling said. “I decided on education originally… because I
like talking about music and I
like explaining it to people in
a way that they probably haven’t thought about it before.”
Easterling is highly regarded for teaching one of the
most interesting classes that
the university has to offer,
Music in Film. This course is
designed for non-music majors and covers the components of a film’s musical score
as well as the history behind
the music used in films. Subtopics of the course include

Feb. 25 Student Government
Association Meeting Recap
Mail center renovations, food ordering
app and 50 years of Women at Xavier.
 The Mail Center will be renovated over
the summer to accomodate for the large
amount of packages received daily and to
improve efficiency.
 There have been talks of a potential mobile app that would allow students to order food ahead of time at the restaurants
in Gallagher.
 The Student Rights and Identity Committee is running an online campaign celebrating 50 years of Women at Xavier
throughout March. Community members
can nominate others who identify as women to be recognized as upstanding members of the Xavier community. See the
SGA social media for more information.

the study of directors, composers and niche film genres.
“What has kept me at Xavier is the fact that I have a
good deal of flexibility with
my classes,” Easterling said.
“I also like the work ethic at
Xavier. The students tend to
be very interested in the subject matter, especially Music in Film. I like that it’s a
smaller university, so there is
a little bit more of a sense of
community here, I think, than
you might find at really large
universities.”
Easterling had taught the
class previously, and although
a similar class was already
available at Xavier, he was required to gain approval from a
university committee in order
to teach the class and make it
a permanent mainstay in the
course offerings catalog.
In his class, Easterling
aims to maintain both an upbeat and relaxed classroom
environment.
“I try and incorporate a little bit of humor in my teaching frequently to try and keep
people’s attention,” he said.
“That creates a sort of familiarity, a closeness and a trust
that I think makes it easier to
communicate because to me,
teaching is all about communication.”
Easterling deviates from
the typical presentation style
of most other classes. He utilizes either his own voice or a
piano conveniently located in
the corner of the classroom
to audibly describe the subject
matter at hand.
Easterling noted the high
level of difficulty in describing a musical concept to a

Photo courtesy of Doug Easterling

Doug Easterling’s love for teaching and music shine through in his
popular Music in Film course. His class is open to students of all majors.

person. Often times, he said,
a basic recording doesn’t do it
justice. Rather, a specific element of the concept is usually
the focal point. Projecting the
specific component through
vocal or instrumental methods, Easterling believes, allows for a greater emphasis of
the core concept.
Junior Illy Harris, who is
currently enrolled in Easterling’s Music in Film class,
agreed that this approach
helps students better grasp
these core concepts.
“(Professor)
Easterling
has a very vibrant passion for
what he teaches, and (he) goes
above and beyond in ensuring
we understand the materi-

al,” Harris said. “The way he
teaches allows me to understand the material at a deeper
level and see the root of everything we learn.”
Music pervades many aspects of Easterling’s life, even
outside of the classroom.
Most notably, he is part of a
singing group called Vocal
Arts Ensemble, a professional
choir that performs four concerts each year. He also has
gigs as a singer for a church, a
temple and another choir.
All this goes to show that
whether he’s teaching students or singing himself,
Easterling has a penchant
for music wholeheartedly ingrained in his daily life.
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Coast Guard lieutenant arrested

Christopher Hasson is accused of a mass murder plot against democrats
B Y J OE C LARK
6WDৼ:ULWHU

$Q LQWHUQDO PHPR DQQRXQFHG WKDW ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW RIILFLDOV ZRXOG FRQGXFW
D ´FRPSOHWH VZHHSµ RI  &RDVW
*XDUGKHDGTXDUWHUVLQ:DVKLQJWRQ '& DIWHU WKH DUUHVW
RI  &RDVW *XDUG /W &KULVWRSKHU+DVVRQRQ)HE
+H ZDV D PLOLWDU\ YHWHUDQ
ZLWK  \HDUV RI  H[SHULHQFH
LQWKH0DULQHVWKH$UP\1DWLRQDO *XDUG DQG WKH &RDVW
*XDUG
+DVVRQ ZDV DUUHVWHG RQ
GUXJ DQG JXQ SRVVHVVLRQ
FKDUJHVEXWLVDOVRDFFXVHGRI 
DSORWWR´PXUGHULQQRFHQWFLYLOLDQV RQ D VFDOH UDUHO\ VHHQ
LQ WKLV FRXQWU\µ DFFRUGLQJ WR
GRFXPHQWV ILOHG LQ 0DU\ODQG
'LVWULFW&RXUW
+DVVRQDSSHDUHGLQIHGHUDO
FRXUWRQ)HEIRUDKHDULQJ
WR GHFLGH ZKHWKHU RU QRW KH
VKRXOG EH UHOHDVHG IURP FXVWRG\ XQWLO KLV WULDO 'XULQJ
KLVKHDULQJ0DJLVWUDWH-XGJH
&KDUOHV % 'D\ RUGHUHG +DVVRQ WR EH NHSW LQ FXVWRG\ IRU
WKH QH[W  GD\V D SHULRG
GXULQJ ZKLFK SURVHFXWRUV
SODQ WR ILOH WHUURULVPUHODWHG
FKDUJHVLQDGGLWLRQWRWKHJXQ
DQG GUXJ SRVVHVVLRQ FKDUJHV
WKDWKHIDFHV
+DVVRQ D VHOISURFODLPHG
ZKLWH QDWLRQDOLVW ZURWH LQ D
-XQH  HPDLO WKDW KH ZDV
´GUHDPLQJ RI  D ZD\ WR NLOO
DOPRVW HYHU\ ODVW SHUVRQ RQ

Photo Courtesy of the Coast Guard on Flickr

Lt. Christopher Hasson was arrested on drug and gun possession, but he has also been accused of a plot to
“Murder innocent civilians on a scale rarely seen in this country,” according to court documents in Maryland.

WKHHDUWKµXVLQJ´6SDQLVKIOX
ERWXOLVP DQWKUD[µ RU RWKHU
PDVVWR[LQV
)LUVW\HDU :LOO .HRKDQH
ZDVSOHDVHGZLWKWKHGHFLVLRQ
WRNHHS+DVVRQLQFXVWRG\
´6RPHRQH OLNH WKLV JX\
VKRXOGQHYHUVHHWKHOLJKWRI 
GD\DJDLQµKHVDLG´:LWKKLV
SRVLWLRQ LQ WKH PLOLWDU\ KH
ZRXOG·YHEHHQDEOHWRSXOORII 

D PDVVLYH DWWDFN DQG , GRQ·W
WKLQN KLV WKUHDWV VKRXOG EH
WDNHQ OLJKWO\ DQG ,·P JODG WR
VHHIRUQRZWKDWWKH\DUHQ·Wµ
$FFRUGLQJ WR FRXUW GRFXPHQWV +DVVRQ UHOLHG RQ WKH
PDQLIHVWR RI  $QGHUV %UHLYLN
D 1RUZHJLDQ ZKR NLOOHG 
SHRSOHLQWZRVHSDUDWHGRPHVWLFWHUURULVWDWWDFNVLQ
+DVVRQ·V RIILFLDO FKDUJHV

DUH LOOHJDO SRVVHVVLRQ RI  D
ILUHDUP DQG DPPXQLWLRQ DQG
SRVVHVVLRQ RI  7UDPDGRO D
FRQWUROOHG VXEVWDQFH XVHG WR
WUHDW VHYHUH SDLQ $FFRUGLQJ
WR WKH )HGHUDO JRYHUQPHQW
+DVVRQ DOVR VWRFNSLOHG VWHURLGV DQG KXPDQ JURZWK
KRUPRQH ZKLFK LV FRQVLVWHQW
ZLWK LQVWUXFWLRQV LQ %UHLYLN·V
PDQLIHVWR

3XUSRUWHG WDUJHWV RI 
+DVVRQ LQFOXGHG 6HQDWRUV
7LP .DLQH .ULVWHQ *LOOLEUDQG   .DPDOD +DUULV DQG
&RU\ %RRNHU 6HQDWH 0LQRULW\ /HDGHU &KXFN 6FKXPHU
+RXVH 6SHDNHU 1DQF\ 3HORVL
DQG 5HS $OH[DQGULD 2FDVLR&RUWH]
2Q)HE3UHVLGHQW'RQDOG7UXPSUHVSRQGHGWR+DVVRQ·VDUUHVW´,WKLQNLW·VDYHU\
VDG WKLQJ ZKHQ D WKLQJ OLNH
WKLVKDSSHQVµKHVDLG7UXPS
ZDVODWHUDVNHGLI KHEHOLHYHV
WKDW KLV UKHWRULF LV VRPHZKDW
WR EODPH IRU DWWDFNV RQ WKH
PHGLD +H UHVSRQGHG ´1R ,
GRQ·WµDQGDGGHGWKDW´,WKLQN
P\ODQJXDJHLVYHU\QLFHµ
)LUVW\HDU-DNH*HLJHUVDLG
WKDW ZKLOH KH VWURQJO\ GLVDJUHHV ZLWK WKH ZD\ 7UXPS
SRUWUD\V WKH PHGLD DV DQ HQHP\KHGLGQ·WEHOLHYHLWZDVD
IDFWRULQWKLVSDUWLFXODUFDVH
´%DVHG RII  ZKDW ,·YH VHHQ
VR IDU , WKLQN +DVVRQ LV MXVW
D WHUURULVW ZKR WULHG WR FUHDWH KDUP RQ HYHU\RQH QRW
MXVW WKH PHGLDµ *HLJHU VDLG
´, NQRZ WKDW D ORW RI  SHRSOH
ZKRZHUHUHSRUWHGRQKLVOLVW
ZHUH PHGLD PHPEHUV EXW KH
VDLGKRZKHZDQWHGWRNLOODOO
SHRSOHDQGKHZDVLQVSLUHGE\
RWKHU WHUURULVWV VR , IHHO OLNH
WKLVLVQ·WUHODWHGWRWKHPHGLD
VSHFLILFDOO\µ
+DVVRQ LV H[SHFWHG WR IDFH
IXUWKHUFKDUJHVLQWKHFRPLQJ
GD\V

Week in review: no police notes edition

Leader haircuts, cockroaches, shirt record, dog mayor, Oreo pig, pizza arrest and a cocaine scam

 $ 9LHWQDPHVH EDUEHU LV RUGHU WR FORVH WKH $FFLGHQW
LWZDVRQHRI WKHGXPEHU
JLYLQJ RXW IUHH KDLUFXWV DQG (PHUJHQF\ ZDUG VR
WKLQJV ,·YH VLJQHG XS IRU
LPLWDWLQJ 'RQDOG 7UXPS WKH\ ZRXOG EH WUDQVIHUUHG
LQ D ORQJ WLPHµ KH VDLG
WROHVVGHPDQGLQJMREV )HE
DQG .LP -RQ 8Q·V KDLU)HE 
VW\OHV WR FRPPHPRUDWH  
DQ XSFRPLQJ VXPPLW LQ
 'XNHWKHFHUHPRQLDOGRJ
+DQRL 7KH 1RUWK .RUH-  $\HDUROGER\IURP&RPD\RURI DWRZQLQ0LQDQOHDGHU·V VW\OHKDVEHHQ OXPEXVQRZRZQVWKH*XLQQHVRWD SDVVHG DZD\ DW
PRUHSRSXODUEXWRQHWD[L QHVV:RUOG5HFRUGIRUORQDJH'XNHZDVHOHFWHG
GULYHU VDLG ´, UHDOO\ OLNH JHVW EDE\ WRRWK 7KH WRRWK
LQ  DQG KDG VHUYHG
'RQDOG7UXPSVR,ZDQW PHDVXUHV  LQFKHV ORQJ
IRXUWHUPV )HE 
WR KDYH KLV  KDLUVW\OHµ VXUSDVVLQJWKHROGUHFRUGRI 
LQFKHV )HE 
)HE 
 0LGGOHWRZQ2KLRSROLFH
OHG DQ HVFDSHG SLJ EDFN
 1XUVHV DW D KRVSLWDO LQ  $Q 2QWDULR PDQ VHW WKH
KRPH ZLWK 2UHR FRRNLHV
*XLQQHVV :RUOG 5HFRUG
1DSOHV ,WDO\ DUH VXVSHFW,W·VVSHFXODWHGWKDW&KDUHG RI  SXUSRVHO\ FDXVLQJ IRU PRVW VKLUWV ZRUQ DW
ORWWH WKH SRWEHOOLHG SLJ
D FRFNURDFK LQIHVWDWLRQ WKH VDPH WLPH E\ GRQQLQJ
KDG JRQH WR WKH PDUNHW
'HWHFWLYHVVDLGWKHQXUVHV  WVKLUWV ´$URXQG WKH
LQ VHDUFK RI  WKHVH VZHHW
EURXJKWLQWKHURDFKHVLQ VKLUW PDUN , WKRXJKW
WUHDWV DQG KDSSLO\ FULHG
´ZHH ZHH ZHHµ DOO WKH
ZD\KRPH )HE 

 $ &KLQHVH VWXGHQW ILQLVKHG D ZULWLQJ DVVLJQPHQWLQUHFRUGWLPHDIWHU
VKH ERXJKW D URERW DQG
WUDLQHG LW WR LPLWDWH KHU
KDQGZULWLQJ+HUPRWKHU
UHSRUWHGO\ VPDVKHG WKH
URERWDIWHUGLVFRYHULQJLW
)HE 

Photo courtesy of Twitter

This man set a world record for number of shirts worn at the same time.

 $:LVFRQVLQPDQRSHQHG
KLVGRRUH[SHFWLQJDSL]]D
GHOLYHU\ DQG IRXQG KLPVHOI XQGHUDUUHVWLQVWHDG
7KH PDQ KDG UHSRUWHGO\

Photo courtesy of Facebook

Duke the famous Dog Mayor passed away at the ripe old age of 13.

SDLG IRU SUHYLRXV RUGHUV
ZLWK IUDXGXOHQW PRQH\
)HE 
 $ZRPDQLQWKH1RUWKHUQ
,UHODQGFDOOHGFRSVWRUHSRUW D VFDP VKH SDLG IRU

FRFDLQH EXW JRW EURZQ
VXJDU LQVWHDG 3ROLFH
MRNHG WKDW WKH\ ZRXOG
KDSSLO\ WDNH FDOOV IURP
WKRVH ZKR ILQG WKHPVHOYHV LQ VLPLODU VLWXDWLRQV )HE 

Correction
Last week the Newswire ran a story that stated
Planned Parenthood was suing the state of Ohio
over the “Heartbeat Bill.” Planned Parenthood
was actually suing over the dilation and evacuation ban, which then-Gov. John Kasich signed
last year. It is separate from the Heartbeat Bill,
which was recently introduced after failing to get
the votes needed to override Kasich’s veto. The
Newswire regrets this mistake.
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North Carolina calls for a new vote
Mark Harris announces he will not run after accusations of ballot tampering

B Y S IERRA R OSS
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Republican Mark Harris
announced yesterday that he
will not run in the new election for a seat in North Carolina’s Ninth District. The state
called for the new election after accusing Harris’ campaign
of tampering with absentee
ballots.
Junior Cole Branham the
president of the Xavier University College Republicans,
said, “I believe that any time
there are reports or evidence
found that fraud has played a
role in an election, it should be
thoroughly investigated. No
matter the party, a candidate
has to run, play and win fair
and square throughout their
campaign.” Branham believes
this incident “doesn’t reflect
upon the Republican Party as
a whole,” but he expressed his
disappointment, saying, “as
a Republican, of course I am
frustrated to see a case of election fraud in any candidate.”
The incident was brought to
trial two weeks ago.
Leslie McCrae Dowless,
the man in charge of voter
turnout for Harris, is accused
of a heavily financed illegal
voter turnout effort. He is
suspected of orchestrating
an absentee ballot scheme to
sway the race in favor of the
Republican candidate. Work-

Photo courtesy of Twitter

Republican Mark Harris announced that he will not run again in North Carolina’s Ninth District after it was announced that the district would need
to hold a new election. Harris’ campaign was accused of tampering with abstentee ballots. Harris cited health problems as his reason to not run.

ers who assisted in the scheme
delivered damning testimony
of unlawful collection, false
witnessing and other forms of
ballot tampering.
Harris denied knowing of
any wrongdoing in this area
of his campaign. His statements appeared to mislead
the board. Harris later apologized, blaming two strokes
that impaired his memory
His son John Harris testified that he had warned his father about Dowless, saying, “I
expressed my concerns based

on everything I did know up
to that point.” He finalized his
statement with kind words to
his parents, expressing he had
no vendetta against them and
that his father wanted to see
the good in Dowless.
His testimony brought
Harris to tears. He later admitted that his son was right
but he did not see it at the
time.
After days of dramatic testimony, Harris told the board,
,“It’s become clear to me that
the public’s confidence in the

Ninth District’s general election has been undermined to
an extent that a new election
is warranted.”
Last November, Harris appeared to defeat Democratic
opponent Dan McCready by
905 ballots in the U.S. House
election.
Harris won by less than
one percent, with 49.2 percent of ballots over McCready’s 48.9 percent. 61 percent of absentee ballots were
for Harris, although Republicans accounted for 19 percent

of absentee voters. This was a
cause of alarm.
An election board of five
members made a unanimous
decision for new elections.
With evidence of fraud, the
North Carolina election board
refused to certify Harris’s win
over McCready.
This was the only undecided House contest in last year’s
midterm election. It has been
uncalled for the last three
months, and there is still no
representative for the district
in the House.

FC stadium rezoning passes city council vote 7-0

B Y D ONNIE M ENKE
6WDৼ:ULWHU

A hurdle was cleared for
the FC Cincinnati stadium
development plan when the
club agreed to a deal with the
Cincinnati Ballet, allowing the
city council to unanimously
approve the development plan
and zoning changes.
The measure passed in a
7-0 margin last week after it
was struck down by the city
council the week prior.
The ballet headquarters are
located less than a half mile
away from where FC Cincinnati stadium is being constructed, and there were concerns about several potential
issues.
In a statement, the ballet
said, “This ‘good neighbor
agreement’ protects the integrity of Cincinnati Ballet
for the next 17 years should
we remain at our current location on the corner of Central
Parkway, as the agreement
addresses many of our issues
relating to parking, access,
noise, operations and others,”
Cincinnati Ballet said in a
statement.
“Should the ballet ultimately decide to relocate, this
agreement helps us to work
in good faith with the leadership of FC Cincinnati over the
coming weeks to determine a

mutually beneficial solution
prior to the approval of FC
Cincinnati’s final development
plan.”
A couple of the requirements for the agreement were
that FC Cincinnati provide security for the ballet’s parking
lots, while also not trying to
have Central Parkway closed
on days when FC Cincinnati
has a match scheduled to ensure people can still access the
ballet at all times.
The agreement also called
for FC Cincinnati to put $1
million into escrow. Thismoney would be used by the ballet
in the event that consultants
determined the noise level
would be raised “materially”
above what it currently is as a
result of the stadium.
There was also a measure
passed to compensate a restaurant owner, Monica Williams,
for being displaced because of
the stadium’s construction.
Williams
will
receive
$75,000 from the city of
Cincinnati and an additional
$125,000 is coming from FC
Cincinnati and the Port of
Greater Cincinnati Development Authority.
“I agree with the city’s decision to help (Williams) out
with her restaurant,” junior
sport management major Tyler Wade said.

Photo courtesy of FC Cincinnati

FC Cincinnati cleared a hurdle for their development plan. Cincinnati City Council voted 7-0 to approve the
UH]RQLQJDIWHU)&&LQF\UHDFKHGDQDJUHHPHQWZLWKWKH&LQFLQQDWL%DOOHWRYHUSDUNLQJDQGWUDIÀFLVVXHV

“By helping her, the city
is showing they care about
their residents. Had they not
agreed to provide her with the
$75,000, it would have looked
like they only cared about FC
(Cincinnati). By helping her I
also feel the city is attempting
to correct a wrong that was
caused by one of their earlier decisions (in approving the
stadium).”

The goal is to help Williams eventually reopen her
restaurant, Just Cookin’,
somewhere else in Cincinnati.
Until then, the Port of
Greater Cincinnati Development Authority is allowing
Williams to use a food truck
near the FC Cincinnati construction site. That measure
passed by a vote of 6-1. Councilwoman Tamaya Dennard

defended the decision to the
Cincinnati Business Courier,
saying, “We’re making a statement right then and there (if
Cincinnati were to fund FC
Cincinnati and not Williams).”
Councilwoman Amy Murray was the lone vote against
and she told the Cincinnati Business Courier, “This is
something the landlord and
FC should have paid for.”

6

Opinions & Editorials

February 27, 2019

xaviernewswire.com

Dorm dryers aren’t up to the task

I walk out of my dorm extra time to dry my clothes.”
room and down the hallway to 75 minutes come and go, and
the strong scent of Axe body I make my way back down to
spray. I tune out any shout- the laundry room, only to find
ing
and
that nearrap music Time is a luxury I
ly all my
with Khalid do not have, and the
clothes are
and Shawn
dryers on campus seem stillI damp.
Mendes
know
p l a y i n g to be taking away more I am not
from
my than I can afford.
the
only
h e a d fir st-year
phones.
to admit
A heaping sack of laundry that doing laundry at college
bangs against my leg repeat- is not all that fun. It takes
edly as I walk, weighing down planning and time manageone side of my body. When I ment to be able to fit laundry
finally make it to the laundry into our hectic schedules and
room, I toss my laundry in a is often the last thing on our
few washers along with a Tide to-do list. When I do find the
Pod, and I sit and wait for the time to squeeze in my launcycle to finish.
dry, I want it to be done as efThe timer I had set on my ficiently as possible. Time is a
phone begins to go off, and luxury I do not have, and the
so I make my way back to the dryers on campus seem to be
laundry room, removing my taking away more time than I
laundry from the washer and can afford.
throwing it across the alley
For one dollar, a student
into a dryer. I walk over to the receives 45 minutes of drying
card reader, type in my dryer time using the “Speed Queen”
number and click add time be- Commercial Dryers Xavier
fore swiping my ALL Card. I offers in its laundry rooms.
think to myself, “24 extra min- However, there has not been
utes, that should be plenty of one time this whole year that

I have not pulled my laundry
out after 45 minutes without
something still being damp. I
even try to compromise and
add an extra 30 minutes, but
there are still instances where
clothes are not completely dry
after 75 minutes of high heat.
Before I continue, I would
like to make a few things
clear. 45 minutes for drying
is by no means unreasonable.
The issue lies in the quality
of dryers and their inability to dry clothes. At home, I
typically spend 45 minutes
drying a load of laundry, and
everything comes out dry. On
campus, I cannot get the same
results even by doubling that
time.
Furthermore, I do not expect every single article of
clothing to be completely dry.
I have no qualms with hanging things up to air-dry for a
day. But the fact that the President of the United States can
deliver a synopsis about the
State of the Union in less time
than it takes for my average
t-shirt, socks or underwear to
dry is absurd.
However, I know this prob-

lem is not unique to my dorm
or to me. I currently live in
Husman, but last semester I
lived in Kuhlman, where the
issue was no different. Clarissa Dixon, a fellow first-year,
agrees, telling me that “I spend
40 minutes at home drying
my laundry, but I spend same
amount of time here and my
clothes are still damp.” Moreover, the frequent number of
dryers that count down from
a number greater than 45 indicates that a majority of students are using the extra time
feature to try and get their
clothes completely dry.
I would also like to make
clear that I accept and understand this is a student-caused
problem. I am sure the laundry machines on campus have
been around for several years
at this point and have naturally become run down through
neglect and overuse. But when
something is broken, the best
solution is to fix it.
I believe that the new initative by the SGA Executives
wherein students will not pay
for each individual load of
laundry in the coming semes-

ter is a welcome change that
will hopefully save the added
money that I am spending
drying my clothes, as well as
eliminate the overuse which
contributes to the machines
running poorly. However,
making laundry “free” is also
not going to fix the dilapidated quality of the current machines. I believe that a better,
long-term solution would be
to channel money into replacing the current machines
Xavier offers.
I pay thousands of dollars
to go to this university. The
least I can expect is a dried
load of laundry.

Alex Budzynski is
a staff writer for the
Newswire. He is a firstyear public relations major
from Washington, D.C.

NEDAW: Take some time for self care this week
am in the same mental space struggle, the majority of peoas I was last year, writing an ple cannot tell you my diagnoopinion piece for NEDAW. sis, because even I am afraid
Eating disorders are difficult of the stigma.
to talk about, mental illness is
I am afraid of being looked
difficult to
at differenttalk about, The light at the end of ly or seen as
self
care the tunnel is dim, and
incapable,
is hard to some days it feels like
and that is
do and this it isn’t actually there.
the harsh
journey toreality of
The journey may be
ward self
living life
love
feels long and hard [...] but
with menmore
like the destination is more tal illness. I
s u r v i v a l than worth it
am terrified
than it does
of
using
a walk in
my illness
the park.
as an excuse, so instead I push
Going to college with men- myself to unhealthy heights
tal illness is nothing short of trying to perform the way I
a marathon, and it is hard to believe I should.
talk about — even when you
But that’s all to say that last
spend the majority of your year, I wrote an opinion piece
time talking about what it for NEDAW about self love.
means to care for yourself. I I quote myself to show the
was diagnosed with a mental difficulty of the journey. Last
illness more than six years year I wrote, “But self care is
ago, and while most people not a one-and-done. Self care
know that I have a mental ill- is a journey. Learning to love
ness and I am open about my yourself and learning to listen

to your mind and body when the journey to self worth. It
they are begging you to rest is is not easy. It never feels like
hard. Learning to say ‘No,’ is you’ve gotten that far, and
self care in and of itself. And truly, it feels like the road may
don’t get me wrong, it is god never end.
damn difficult. The road to
The light at the end of the
self care and love is winding tunnel is dim, and some days it
and long, but it is worth it.”
feels like it isn’t actually there.
And it is. It is worth it. But The journey may be long and
now it is one year later, and it hard, and the scenery isn’t alfeels like I really haven’t got- ways pretty, but the destinaten that far. It feels like even tion is more than worth it.
though
I
So my
have made So my task for you is
task for you
progress in this: Do something for is this: Do
my journey yourself this week.
something
toward lovfor yourDedicate time to do
ing myself,
self
this
I have a set- ZKDWHYHUZLOOÀOO\RXU week. Dedback every cup.
icate time
time I get
to do whata rejection
ever will fill
letter
or
your cup. I
someone tells me I cannot do don’t care if it means sleeping
something. It feels like all of in, treating yourself to your
the progress I have made is favorite caf meal or taking
hollow and unlasting.
a bubble bath. Take time for
But that’s what my illness you, and do so unapologetiwants to me to think. That is cally.
the reality of the terrain on
You’ll thank yourself later.
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A centrist revolt against democracy
weaponizes cynicism. But it
is one thing to recognize the
panic of the establishment and
another to recognize the doom
spontaneously unfolding from
all of this.
It is commonplace today
to speak about the danger of
the emerging neo-fascism as
in that of the Orbans, Salvinis
Grayson Walker is a
and Le Pens of Europe. Howsophomore
Philosophy,
ever, let us suppose an alterPolitics and the Public
native hypothesis by no means
and philosophy double
incompatible with these obmajor. He is a guest writer
servations: that the threat to
from Greenviille, S.C.
democracy does not immediately emerge from the right,
Just a few days ago, the but from the center, which
Wall Street Journal joined the exempts itself from partisanchoir of embittered reaction- ship, which does not register
aries denouncing the popular its technocratic reasoning as
mobilization against Amazon, a political position at all but
stating, “New York’s progres- rather as “the facts” against
sives … don’t know how to “ideology” (or “partisanship”).
play (the) game.”
In 2018, the New York
Not too long after, articles Times polled 14 developed
emerged
countries.
p r o c l a i m - ... the threat to
In all of
ing
how democracy does not
them, inthe popular, immediately emerge
cluding
anti-estabthe United
from the right, but
lishment
States,
it
French Yel- from the center, which
was those
low Vests exempts itself from
who considm ove m e n t partisanship, which
ered them(a
miraselves cendoes not register its
cle by any
trists who
standards) technocratic reasoning were found
has
been as a political position
to be over“ i n f i l t r at - at all ...
whelminged” by “ully the most
tra-leftists
distrustful
and extreme-right agitators,” of democratic institutions.
that Melenchon’s leftist Un- Even the far-right, whose presubmissive France is in fact tense to democracy is purely
“just as bad” as Le Pen’s fas- opportunistic, polls higher in
cist movement. In the U.K., favor.
the Tories and the Blairites
are united in opportunistically
painting Jeremy Corbyn’s leftwing as anti-Semitic.
In our own country, Bernie
Sanders — indisputably the
leader of the American left
— is equated to a left-wing
Trump or a loon by almost every establishment pundit and
their mother.
Certainly, it is a given that
the standing establishment
consensus is entirely antiquated (hence, the phenomenon of
“Fake News”). It no longer
resonates with the masses,
incurs nothing but contempt
and fails to see the ground
that has been stripped from
beneath its feet. It survives
only by demoralizing — it

One cannot help but be
reminded of the typical narrative espoused by those respectable, professional classes
after the 2016 elections: The
“stupid, low-IQ rednecks”
who don’t know what’s good
for them, or the “far-left ideologues” who split the party or
those inner-city strata who
are “too lazy to vote,” are the
reason we have Trump.
It was the same narrative
that, more recently, united
the far-right and the center
when the dust cleared from
the events around Amazon’s
HQ2 — that the “clueless”
Ocasio-Cortez and her stupid
“ideology-driven” supporters
refused the generous beneficence of Prince Bezos.
The danger of right-wing
populism is, on its own, nothing. It has as much of a future
as David Duke or the Klan.
But the form of right-populism will become something
when it converges with the
centrist establishment, which
has already acceded so much
to Trumpism (especially discursively).
Those who doubt this are
invited to consider the trajectory of the centrist democrats
over the last couple of years.
Hillary Clinton and John Kerry now support curbing immigration in Europe, which has
“crushed” the continent. Chris
Cuomo asserted on air that
Trump is right on immigration, only that it is not something to be solved by a wall but
through “technology” (something supported, immediately,

by Don Lemon). Nancy Pelosi
The threat of right-popu— along with Chuck Schumer lism to democracy is therefore
and the rest of “da resistance” real. But it will fly over the
— clapped enthusiastically heads of those who do not see
before Trump’s denunciation its emergence precisely elseof socialism during the State where: from the center, from
of the Union and during the those who realize the alliance
conciliatory moments of that between the ruling class and
speech.
right-wing populism in their
Any laughable “adoption” efforts to curb the increasing
of a far-left platform among radicalism on the left. For
Democratic candidates is a them, Trump’s aestheticalbluff meant to placate the left, ly displeasing attributes (his
and nine times out of 10 it rudeness, his demeanor) pales
bears only an aesthetic similar- in comparison with the left’s
ity where it is not an outright political vigilance.
compromise (e.g., Elizabeth
The question is thus not
Warren’s “Accountable Capi- one of being beyond partitalism Act”
sanship,
is
worlds To abandon
but which
apart from partisanship is to
causes we
Sanders’
are parti“Democrat- abandon politics. It
sans
for.
ic
Social- is to concede the very
To abanism”).
discourse of the debate don partiThe way to the caprice of the
sanship is
the centrist
to abandon
e s t a b l i s h - ruling classes.
politics. It
ment
has
is to conresponded
cede
the
to the reactionaries, and the very discourse of the debate
means by which they attempt to the caprice of the ruling
to stave off the left, thus re- classes. It is to abandon poalizes the emerging post-dem- litical decision-making to the
ocratic order in an inverse technocrats, to those who —
form.
like Trump — conceive of
The victory of the right governance as the mundane
will be accomplished not at running of any business.
the expense of the establishAt the same time, it is true
ment, but when the respect- that the left has emphatically
able classes “meet halfway” failed to root itself in the peowith Trumpist reaction, when ple at large, which is precisely
the professional classes, the why cynicism prevails at the
educated experts, condemn the moment (see: Howard Schul‘outlandishness’ of the left tz’s “politics”).
and find common ground with
But the limits of the left
the reactionaries.
are the limits in its rationality. They are immanent. When
a fighting left is born — and,
perhaps, such a movement already has been — it will not
pull punches. The moment
when the left ceases to hold
back, when it gives the centrists a good hit on the nose,
that will be the moment when
the tacit marriage between the
Democratic establishment and
the GOP will be openly consummated, when the spineless
centrists cower behind the
reactionary right against the
people.
Only then will popular
discontent find an outlet in
something other than spontaneous reaction. Only then will
a left worthy of the name find
resonance in the masses.
Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
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Second half surge ignites win against Villanova

B Y L UKE F ELICIANO
Sports Editor

Villanova has been an
Achilles’ heel for Xavier since
the Musketeers joined the
Big East. In its six years as
a member of the conference,
Xavier had only beaten Villanova once –– dating back to
the 2016 tilt at home when
the Wildcats ranked No. 1 in
the country –– before Sunday
afternoon’s late-season contest at Cintas Center.
Surrounded by the electric atmosphere of a capacity
crowd, Xavier played a relentless second half to hand
No. 17 Villanova its third
consecutive road loss while
improving to 15-13 overall
on the season with a confidence-boosting 66-54 victory.
The win vaulted Xavier into a
tie for fourth place in the Big
East.
“I think there’s a trust
amongst our group that
wasn’t obviously there earlier on in the year,” head coach
Travis Steele said about the
team’s effort against Villanova. “That trust factor is there,
and I think going through the
adversity we’ve gone through
has helped our group become
tighter.”
Xavier had a stellar defensive effort, holding the normally juggernaut Villanova
offense to shooting just 34
percent overall and 28 percent from distance.

ball in the basket during the
early minutes of the first half.
By the 7:54 mark in the first
half, the Musketeers trailed
18-11. The Musketeers, however, recouped their scoring
woes, ending the first half
with a field goal percentage
of 48 percent.
Xavier had difficulty corralling defensive rebounds
as Villanova grabbed seven
offensive boards in the first
half alone –– mostly on fortunate long rebounds. The
Musketeers went into the
break down 30-27.
Sophomore guard Elias
Harden has been seeing extended time throughout the
Musketeers’ last few games,
and while he hasn’t totaled
many points, he has played a
pivotal role on the defensive
end of the floor.
Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer
Against Villanova, Harden
7KH0XVNHWHHUVGHIHDWHGWKH:LOGFDWVIRUWKHÀUVWWLPHVLQFH accounted for all eight of the
2016 and only the second time since joining the Big East Conference. Musketeers’ bench points in
“Everything started with va were on three-point field 26 minutes of on-court acour defense,” junior point goals, and the Wildcats con- tion. Harden’s three-pointer
guard Quentin Goodin, who verted 10 shots from beyond with 11:49 in the second half
scored 11 points and dished the arc throughout the game. knotted the game at 44 points
out four assists, said. “We
Sophomore guard Paul apiece, which ignited a jolt in
needed to get more kills there Scruggs scored 14 points, the offense.
“Elias has gotten a lot
throughout the game, and it complimented by six rereally helped us go toward bounds and two assists. As better,” Steele said. “He was
our offense.”
a team, the Musketeers had tremendous defensively … I
The last time Villanova three other players score in thought he made a big impact
visited Cintas Center, the double figures. Sophomore on game on the defensive end
Wildcats hit a then-record forward Naji Marshall was with his energy but also his
16 three-pointers against the the team’s top scorer with 17 discipline.”
The Musketeers capitalMusketeers. Four of the first points.
eight shots made by VillanoXavier struggled to put the ized on a 2:26 scoring drought

by Villanova to seize a 46-44
advantage with 10:20 left to
go in the game. It marked the
first time Xavier led during
the game.
From there, the Musketeers went on a 20-2 run
fueled by an onslaught of
offense. The run extended
Xavier’s lead to double digits and eventually to a gamehigh 15 points with 2:22 remaining.
Xavier also pitched a stalwart defensive effort, holding the Wildcats to a mere
24 points in the second half.
Steele commended junior forward Tyrique Jones for his
ability to switch on defense
and guard the perimeter.
“I thought he was a big
reason we were able to go on
that run defensively because
he was able to switch one
through five,” Steele said.
Xavier has entered a positive stretch late in the season
when it matters most. The
Musketeers are on the precipice of reaching the upper
echelon of the Big East –– a
position they’ve been on the
outside looking in for a majority of conference play.
The type of play, specifically defensive, Xavier manufactured against a perennial
NCAA Tournament team
will pay large dividends for
carrying momentum into the
final three games of the regular season and beyond.

Photos from the Musketeers’ win over Wildcats

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer

Naji Marshall (left), Tyrique Jones (center) and Paul Scruggs (right) celebrated with the Xavier
student section after the victory, standing on top of a courtside counter. Xavier won by 12 points.

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer

Sophomore shooting guard Elias Harden logged 26 minutes of game action and accounted for all
HLJKWRI;DYLHU·VEHQFKSRLQWVZKLOHNQRFNLQJGRZQDSDLURIWKUHHSRLQWÀHOGJRDOVLQWKHKRPHZLQ

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer

Junior forward Tyrique Jones played a pivotal role on defense, according to head
coach Travis Steele. He commanded the paint with a variety of two-handed slams.
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Men’s swimming wins Big East Championships
B Y J OE C LARK
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Men’s swimming completed a come-from -behind win at
the Big East Championships
to capture its fourth conference crown last Saturday.
Heading into the final day
of the event, the men’s team
trailed Georgetown, but Xavier was able to pass the Hoyas.
The men’s team finished on
top by just 35.5 points, totaling 779.5 points compared to
Georgetown’s 744. In addition to capturing the overall
team win, men’s swimming
took home six individual
event wins.
Senior Matthew Dyer got
the win in the 100 meter breastroke with a record-breaking
time of 54.29.
Junior Landon Clark won
the 200 meter butterfly with a
time of 1:49:27.
The 200 meter relay team
made up of sophomores Alex
Sironen and Christian Thomas along with junior Brandon
Abboud and senior Enrique
Hernandez claimed first.
Their time of 1:21.23 also
earned them the school record in the event.
The foursome of Dyer,
Abboud and seniors Sam Johanns and Nathan Runyon
emerged victorious in the 400
meter free relay. The team

with 643.5 points.
It marked the highest finish women’s swimming has
achieved since Xavier joined
the Big East Conference.
The result is also tied for
the best finish ever by the program, matching a runner-up
finish at the Atlantic Ten
swim championships dating
back to 2008.
The women’s team picked
up one event championship
in the 200 meter medley relay
event. The team, which was
made up of senior Caroline
Gaertner, juniors Emily Conners and Ali Fort and freshman Lydia Schaeffer, claimed
the top spot with a time of
1:40.26.
This was one of four school
records the women’s team
earned at the meet.
Freshman Tilly Baldwin’s
17:01.28 in the 1650 meter
3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIJR[DYLHUFRP
freestyle was a Xavier best,
7KHPHQ·VVZLPPLQJWHDPFODLPHGWKHWRSVSRWLQWKH%LJ(DVW&KDPSLRQVKLSVODVWZHHNHQGZLWK as was the 200 meter free
VL[LQGLYLGXDOHYHQWZLQVDORQJZLWKVHWWLQJPXOWLSOHSURJUDPUHFRUGV7KHZRPHQ·VVLGHÀQLVKHGVHFRQG
relay’s team time of 1:31.85
that featured Conners, seniors
clinched the win in 3:00.24.
ter medley relay as well, with 6:35:34.
The women’s swim team Tianna Vozar and Laura DiThe same group also won the group of senior David
the 400 meter medley relay Bunnell, Johanns, Dyer and also had a strong finish to the cus and sophomore Maureen
with a time of 3:13.84, which Thomas earning the win for 2018-19 season with a sec- Cummins.
The 800 free relay team of
ond-place finish at the Big
broke the school record.
the Musketeers.
senior Katie Kerr, juniors AbIndividually, Runyon acThe 800 meter freestyle re- East Championships.
Villanova’s 1007.5 points igail Garner and Emily Saugquired sole posession of the lay team of sophomore Jared
school record in the 100 me- Ritz, Abboud, freshman Ben won it the Big East women’s stad and Gaertner also etched
ter backstroke and 200 meter Quon and Johanns picked up crown, while Xavier’s 662 their names into the Xavier
backstroke.
Xavier’s sixth school record points placed it second and record books with a time of
Xavier won the 200 me- at the meet, with a time of Georgetown finished third 7:10.63.

Women’s golf victorious in Rio Grande Xavier
Sports
News

B Y D ONNIE M ENKE
6WDৼ:ULWHU

The women’s golf team
won its first tournament of
the spring season, the Rio
Verde Invitational in Rio
Verde, Ariz., last weekend.
The team capped the tournament victory with a total
score of 591, which was three
strokes better than the 594
overall score posted by second-place finisher and fellow
Big East competitor, Seton
Hall.
The Musketeers were also
the only team to score under
300 in both rounds.
The first round was originally scheduled for Feb. 22 but
was canceled because of in3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIJR[DYLHUFRP
clement weather. As a result, 7KHZRPHQ·VJROIWHDPQRWFKHGDÀUVWSODFHÀQLVKLQLWVVSULQJVHDVRQRSHQHUDWWKH5LR*UDQGH,QYLWDWLRQDO
the tournament was changed LQ5LR*UDQGH$UL]VKRRWLQJDQRYHUDOOWHDPVFRUHRI7KHWHDPWRSSHG%LJ(DVWFRXQWHUSDUW6HWRQ+DOO
from a 54-hole, three round
format to a 36-hole, two rick scored a 75 in the round, for the tournament. She tied
round format. Play resumed which was tied for 16th place for fourth place individually
as planned the next day on individually.
with Hunnell, who shot a 72.
Feb. 23.
Senior Mikayla Smith shot
Smith also scored a 72 in
Xavier posted the third- a 76 and was tied for 31st at the final round and finished
best score in the first round, the end of the round while tied for eighth with a score of
shooting a 299.
sophomore Amy Kucera shot 148.
The only schools to finish a 77 and was tied for 36th goShukow finished tied for
Pizza Hut Lady
better than Xavier were Ar- ing into the second round.
34th, earning a total score of
Thunderbird
Invitational
kansas St., who posted a score
On Feb. 24, the Musketeers 153 after shooting an 80 in the
of 297 — the best of the day tied for the best score of the second round.
March 14-15
—and Boise State, who posted second round.
Kucera finished with a total
a score of 298.
They shot a 292 as a team, score of 154 and tied for 39th
Edisto Island Invitational
Graduate student Lynd- with only Seton Hall match- after shooting a 77 in the secsey Hunnell and sophomore ing that score. Wichita State ond round.
March 31-April 1
Andie Shukow led the team in was the only other team to
The team’s next tournascoring in the first round, as shoot under 300 in the second ment isn’t until March 11-12,
Lady Boilermaker
each posted a score of 74. The round.
when the Musketeers compete
scores were tied for the 11thFitzpatrick shot an even in the Jackrabbit Invitational
April 13-14
best of the round.
par, 71, in the second round in Boulder Creek, Nev at the
Junior Mikayla Fitzpat- to bring her total score to 146 Boulder Creek Golf Club.

Future
Events

Baseball
Sophomore left-hander Nick
Zwack was named the Big
East Pitcher of the Week
after picking up a win against
the Bulldogs on Saturday.
Junior first baseman Matt
Warkentin was named to the
Big East Weekly Honor Roll
after launching three home
runs. Xavier knocked off
No. 8 Louisville on Tuesday
by a final score of 5-4 in 10
innings.
Men’s Tennis
The Musketeers defeated
Northern Kentucky, 5-2. Junior Michael Lee took home
Big East Tennis Athlete of
the Week honors after winning all three of his matches
without dropping a set.
Women’s Tennis
Xavier won its fourth consecutive match, improving
to 5-2 on the season with a
victory against Wright State
last weekend. The team won
four singles matches and
three doubles matches.
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Smollett smirks at hate crime hoax
B Y J ABARI T URNER
6WDৼ:ULWHU

Fox announced last Friday
that Jussie Smollett, a star
on the Emmy-nominated TV
show Empire, will be cut from
the remaining episodes of the
final season.
Executive producers said
they arrived at this decision
“to avoid disruption on set.”
Smollett went back to the
Empire set a day before this
decision was made after being
released on bond following a
Class four felony charge.
The last month frequently
saw Smollet’s name in headlines. On Jan. 29, reports surfaced that he was the victim
of a racial and homophobic
attack. Allegedly, he was beaten by two White men in ski
masks wearing MAGA hats.
During the attack, a noose
was put around his neck, and
bleach was poured on him. An
outpour of sympathy ensued
for the Empire actor as he was
hospitalized.
Many politicians, such as
Nancy Pelosi, Joe Biden and
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez,
and others took to Twitter to
share their shock at the attack
and sympathy for Smollett.

Chicago police began investigating the incident as a possible hate crime.
The first suspicions of his
allegations being false began
after the initial description of
the attackers was discounted.
Police identified two African
American males as persons of
interest, not two White males
as initially reported. More
suspicions came after police
discredited the phone records
given to them by Smollett.
He was said to be cooperating with police. However, Sgt.
Rocco Alioto stated the phone
records provided “were limited and heavily redacted.”
People took to social media questioning Smollett’s actions. Additionally, people began to question other aspects
of the alleged incident. Many
asked why Smollett kept the
noose around his neck and
why he took so long to report
the incident.
Two days later, the Empire star appeared on ABC’s
Good Morning America in
an exclusive interview with
Robin Roberts. He expressed
his outrage that people were
questioning his story of the
incident. He said that pride

Photo courtesy of Philly.com

Jussie Smollett, an actor on the show Empire, was arrested for allegedly
orchestrating a hate crime, in which he claimed to be the victim.

stopped him from reporting
the incident immediately and
that he kept the rope around
his neck so police could “see
what it was.”
Later that same day, Chicago police raided the home of
the two persons of interest
who were arrested days be-

fore. They seized bottles of
bleach, electronics, shoes and
other items. Reports began
to surface from unconfirmed
case detectives who said the
attack was a hoax. However,
the Chief Communications
Officer for Chicago Police
said these reports were “unin-

formed and inaccurate.”
The two persons of interest, who were brothers, were
later released without being
charged. Days later, Chicago
Police announced that Smollett was being investigated for
disorderly conduct because
he filed a false police report.
Smollett turned himself in
the next day.
The turn of events shocked
many. Smollett was strongly criticized on social media,
with some calling his actions
sociopathic. In a press conference, Chicago Police Superintendent Eddie John questioned Smollett’s motives,
wondering how he could set
up an attack for a “publicity
stunt.”
Multiple conservative figures claimed Smollett took
advantage of the current racial climate in America. Others said that his actions could
deter victims from reporting
hate crimes.
The FBI found that hate
crimes increased by 17 percent in 2017 for the third
straight year. Smollett could
face up to three years in prison and thousands of dollars
in fines if convicted.

Cinematic triumphs & tiffs light up the Oscars

Hollywood’s most dazzling night was ignited with prominent controversies
B Y J ACK D UNN
&DPSXV1HZV(GLWRU
The 91st Oscars are in the
books, and they did not come
and go without their own bits
of controversy.
Green Book was the night’s
biggest winner, taking home
Best Picture. Bohemian Rhapsody won the most awards
(four), including one to Rami
Malek for Best Actor.
Both movies faced their
own separate controversies.
Bohemian Rahpsody’s former
director Bryan Singer faced
allegations that he raped a minor in 2003, which prompted
him to be fired from the film.
Green Book had its fair share
of dilemmas as well. It started with the revelation that the
family of Dr. Don Shirley, the
main character of the movie,
was still alive. His last surviving brother said that the film
was inaccurately portraying
Shirley as someone who was
estranged from his family and
Black culture, when in reality
he “had three living brothers
with whom he was always in
contact with.”
Edwin Shirley III, Shirley’s
nephew, called the movie’s
portrayal of his uncle “rather jarring” and “very hurtful.” The Shirley family was
not thanked by director Peter
Farrelly after the film won
Best Picture.
Then Viggo Mortensen,
who was nominated for Best
Actor for his work in Green
Book, said the n-word during a
panel in November, for which

Photo courtesy of Hollywoodreporter.com

7KHVW2VFDUVVDZPDQ\ÀOPVWDNHKRPHDFFRODGHVDVZHOODVHQGXUHWKHLUVKDUHRIFRQWURYHUVLHVGreen Book won the Best Picture award, while
Bohemian Rhapsody HDUQHGWKHKLJKHVWQXPEHURIDZDUGVIRUWKHQLJKW0DQ\RIWKHVHÀOPVIDFHGFRQWURYHUVLHVWKDWGHWUDFWHGIURPWKHLUVXFFHVV

he later apologized. Then a
1998 Newsweek article resurfaced, saying that Farrelly admitted to flashing his genitals
at colleges as a prank, forcing
him to apologize as well.
Director Spike Lee had an
interesting night of his own.
Lee won his first competitive Oscar for Best Adapted
Screenplay for BlacKkKlansman after receiving an honorary Oscar in 2015. However,
he was noticeably upset that
Green Book won Best Picture,
saying, “every time some-

body’s driving somebody, I
lose.” The last time Lee was
up for an Oscar was for his
1990 movie Do the Right Thing
when Driving Miss Daisy won
Best Picture.
There were some positives
from the show. For starters,
concerns about not having
a host since Kevin Hart was
forced to step down because
of old homophobic tweets
were mostly avoided. Queen
opened the show with a musical number, with a variety of stars presenting the

awards. Things appeared to
go smoothly.
Marvel also had a big
night. While Black Panther did
not win Best Picture, it did
pick up three wins in Costume
Design, Production Design
and Original Score. Spiderman: Into the Spiderverse also
picked up a win in Best Animated Feature.
The 91st Oscars have also
cemented the decade in which
Alfonso Cuarón, Alejandro G.
Iñárritu and Guillermo del
Toro have dominated the Best

Director category. Cuarón
won this year’s Oscar. The
three have won five out of
the last six directing Oscars
since 2014. It also marks the
end of a decade in which only
two Americans have won in
the category. Roma also won
Best Foreign Language Film,
marking the first time Mexico
has won the award.
Visit Oscars.org to discover
a more comprehensive list of
this year’s and years prior Oscar winners. The 92nd Oscars
will be held on Feb. 9, 2020.
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Next to Normal’s profundity shines

B Y L IZ H ARRIS
Guest Writer
I haven’t seen many musicals that start out so
full-throttle that they don’t
even give the audience the
chance to applaud until after
the third song, but that’s Next
to Normal for you.
It’s not your typical musical. The story centers around
a seemingly typical, White,
suburban family who turns
out to be a far cry from normal, as is easy to gather from
the title. Diana, the mother of
this nuclear family, has severe
bipolar depression and has
been struggling with it for 16
years.
The musical explores how
her mental illness impacts all
aspects of her life and bleeds
into the lives of her husband,
daughter and daughter’s
boyfriend. She has to suffer
various forms of treatment,
including medication that
completely numbs her emotionally.
The intimacy and unapologetic openness of the show
takes the audience into many
of Diana’s therapy sessions
as well as her most vulnerable and personal moments
in order to bring about more
awareness of mental illness.
One of the essential ways
Xavier was able to bring the
goal of the show to life is
through the acting choices
made by the cast, which were
unlike those I had seen and
heard before. Cassie Delicath,
who played Diana, chose to
emphasize the detached de-

Photo courtesy of Xavier University Theater

Next to Normal, a Xavier Theatre production that was performed last weekend, amalgamated acting and music to describe the experiences of
individuals with mental illness. It detailed the vulnerability, intimacy and grief endured by its characters, inviting dialogue about mental health.

pressive states of Diana’s
bipolar depression over her
manic episodes. This choice,
which is the opposite of most
productions, shifted the entire
tone of the show. It changed
the nature of the relationships she had with each character, especially her family
members.
The show was much subtler, and the actors were raw
with emotion — particularly Delicath and Matthew
Wilkinson, who played Diana’s husband, Dan. With this
subtle, realistic acting, it felt

as if the audience was intruding, peering in on a neighbor’s
home. The fights and the moments of grief were incredibly powerful because of this.
Making the audience feel
so connected to the family —
evidenced by the amount and
frequency of teary eyes in the
audience — helped viewers
build empathy outside of the
confines of the show toward
those who have mental illness.
This
empathy-inducing
performance alone wasn’t
enough for Xavier Theatre.
They wanted to do more in

order to help their audience
understand the struggles of
mental illness and to destigmatize it.
To do this, the department
collected money through
their usual charitable donation program, Xavier University Theatre Gives Back, for
an organization called 1N5,
which helps to support teens
with mental health conditions.
Even further, they held
a talkback after each show,
during which audience members were invited by Xavier
staff members at McGrath to

share their thoughts on the
show and mental illness.
Xavier Theatre put so much
effort into getting a conversation rolling on campus about
mental illness. They poured
themselves out emotionally
through demanding character
roles and went above and beyond by hosting the talkbacks.
Many students will feel as
grateful for their efforts to
open up a dialogue about this
important issue as the Xavier
Theatre does for their contributions to a profoundly conscious production.

Staff Spotify: What we’re listening to

Get to know the Newswire editorial staff with our current favorite music

Photo courtesy of Youtube.com

“Graceless”
by The National

I fell in love with the National
last April when I saw them headline a festival, and this song in
particular stands out as one of
their best. If you aren’t familiar
with the band, this is a great introduction. Each of their albums has
a distinct voice, but “Graceless”
gives you a solid idea of the band
as a whole. It’s also danceable, and
the music video is hilarious.
— Hannah Schulz,
Head Copy Editor

Photo courtesy of Americansongwriter.com

“The House
That Heaven Built”
by Japandroids
Originally a single off this Canadian punk duo’s 2012 record
Celebration Rock, this cut is a live
recording from a Japandroids
show at Massey Hall in Toronto back in October. Released last
week as part of a live compilation,
this song just plain rocks and adds
a nice layer of living grit to an already rapturous experience.
— Ryan Kambich,
Opinions & Editorials Editor

Photo courtesy of Discogs.com

“Du Hast”
by Rammstein
Whether or not you understand German is irrelevant — the
titular refrain, combined with a
pounding guitar riff and some fun
keyboard effects, make this song
one of my go-to jams. Seeing it
performed live, complete with pyrotechnics galore and a keyboardist donning a sparkly suit whilst
walking on a treadmill the entire
song, made it an even better listen.
— Ellen Siefke,
Editor-in-Chief

Photo courtesy of Youtube.com

“You Don’t Own Me”
Son Lux ft. Hanna Benn
The artists comprising Son Lux
are hands down my current musical obsession. They are a rare,
genre-less gem characterized by
electronic pop, musical soul and
heavy experimentalism. This particular song combines declarative
trumpets, crisp percussion and
moving vocals into a piece that
evokes determination within me
to get through whatever happens
to be transpiring that day.
—Soondos Mulla-Ossman,
Features Editor
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Aries: Watch out for things you’re
positive you’ll dislike and then end up
loving, like iffy-looking soup in the caf.
It might end up tasting good — or not.
But why not try your luck?
Taurus: You are your own boss. This
is a week when you make sure that you
seek fulfillment from yourself and not
others. Strut in them heels that make
the really powerful clicks, queen.
Gemini: Your brain gets plenty stimulated from classes and whatnot, but
sometimes that isn’t the most satisfying.
Consider completing the crosswords/
word searches on the Features page.
Cancer: Watch for the petty kind of
jealousy when you and a friend both get
a bag of chips from the same vending
machine… and your bag literally has
one chip in it while your bud has extra.
Leo: For better or for worse, your most

constant, reliable companion this week
may just be a tissue box you carry with
you into every class and meeting you
have.
Virgo: Take a look at your dietary
lifestyle this week. Sometimes unhealthy
eating is inevitable, but checking yourself is at least a good ramen-der.

Libra: Creativity is on your side this

week. Don’t let people tell you your
ideas are whack. Prove ‘em wrong and
clap right back.

Scorpio: Social interactions will come
more easily to you so long as you keep
up optimism and patience…and meme
fluency.

Sagittarius: You practically have a silver tongue. Use it for good, like letting
your professor know the class ran out
of passed-out study guides before your
classmate could get one.

Capricorn: Dining dollars, X-cash,

caf swipes…what even are they,
right? Not stuff you have plenty of.
Haha. Hah…(please remember to feed
yourself.)

Aquarius: This week, you may find

yourself exuding the confidence of
a certain young girl from Vine who
confidently proclaimed to the world,
“I smell like beef.” Beef is not a bad
smell.

Pisces: The stars would ordinarily
tell you to travel for the weekend, but
the stars also understand that you’re
probably broke and hitchhiking can kill
you. So try reading a book.

Canto VI
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The Magnificat;
Song of Lovers in
the Garden
B Y S OFIE S IMONET
Guest Writer

The sleeping garden’s golden joys and limpid hymns
Fall pregnant by its wakening, the lissome kiss
Of lovers’ musics dappling the fragrant jessamines,
The walks like waves, or rhythmic seas, awash and flowing
With light, and flowering down into bubbles of honey…
All was warmed by the sunlight, dancing in the ripples of air.
In the esplanades of dreaming awakened in the air
The breathy gardens sighed with eternal hymns.
But from the perfumed flowers, a sound, stirring the honeyed
Sleep of springtime, struck the chord, the daughter’s kiss
Of apple-blossom, while an angel’s silken sails softly flowed.
An urn toppled down the ivy stair, ringing in notes of jessamine,
Disappearing into a vibrant frieze foretold in the jessamine’s
Own awakening, but now the cadent sound of falling vibrated the air.
A swish of butterflies, the apple blossoms flowing
In extraordinary sunlight and the pondering breezes’ hymns;
While the golden, enigmatic mouths sang of kairos and sweet kisses
And saw the wreaths of silence and the rhapsodies of honey.
Something secret darted in the sage and sun-shimmered honey,
Music of the lilting afternoon, white blossoms of jessamine!
How silently a gift was given on that lightdrenched day, a diamond kiss
Of lovers in the garden. All the flowers had written in the satin air,
Whispered in their petals, fearless to the starlit hymns,
The urns of Greece or the birdsong of the evening, flowing
Time and immortality together, written in the faces of flowering
Tulles, of sleep and sunlight, dappling the apple-blossom’s honey.
And the echo in the garden, down the stair, the winnowing hymns
Of soft fugitive faces, drenched with incongruous delight, the blushing jessamine,
With the wetness of the shadows and sunlit marmalade, were all slipping in the air.
A jeweled Magnificat, the apothéose of lovers: a kiss.
From the hidden swaths of foliage, odysseys of clouds, a kiss
Rings out from the flowerpot, and the fragrance of apple-blossom, flows
In waves of music, friezes of flowers, embroidering the rivulets of air.
A pair of lovers, shuddering unseen eyes, sigh with poetic honey,
Rejoicing while the ripples of sound and the chorus of the jessamines
Bear witness to their wakening. O Love! What jouissance of souls, the paradise of hymns!
Transfiguration, at the toll of the midday bell! A kiss, enchantment, hushed delight, hymns
Of jubilation. Love! The garden pot’s surprise…a secret, adamantine, illuminated joy.
How glorious is honeyed love! How glorious the flowers that preserve its fulfillment!
What gorgeous joy, a girl’s jouissance!

COMIC CORNER

Look for the answer key in next week’s (March 6) edition!
Down:
Across:
1. What kind of poem is found on
3. ___ is not a bad smell
the Feature’s page this week?
4. A recurring object in a poem
2. A song of ______
5. The sign that, with a healthy
amount of confidence, is a true queen
6. The number of chips you got
according to a horoscope
7. A pun found in the horoscopes
8. A simple action that a poem
reflects upon

With Evana Dias

